MINUTES

REGULAR CITY COMMISSION MEETING
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 5, 2024, AT 6:00 P.M.

CITY OF ST. AUGUSTINE BEACH, 2200 A1A South, St. Augustine Beach, FL 32080

1il.

Vi

VL.

CALLTO ORDER

Mayoer Rumrell called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The Commission recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

ROLL CALL

Present: Mayor Dylan Rumrell, Vice Mayor Beth Sweeny, and Commissioners Undine C. George,
Donald Samora, and Virginia Morgan.

Also present were City Manager Max Royle, City Attorney Jeremiah Blocker, Police Chief Daniel
Carswell, City Clerk Dariana Fitzgerald, Finance Director Patty Douylliez, Building Official Brian
Law, Public Works Director Ken Gatchell, and Engineering Director Jason Sparks.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF THE COMMISSION MEETING ON JANUARY 8, 2024

Motion: To approve the minutes of the regular Commission meeting on January 8, 2024. Moved
by Commissioner Samora, Seconded by Vice Mayor Sweeny. Motion passed unanimously.

ADDITIONS OR DELETIONS OF THE AGENDA

There were none.

CHANGES TO THE ORDER OF TOPICS ON THE AGENDA

There were none.,

PRESENTATIONS

Interview of Ms. Sarah Ryan for Position of Junior Alternate on Comprehensive Planning and

. Zoning Board

Ms. Sarah Ryan stated that she has been an architect for twenty years and in business here for
ten. She served on the City of St. Augustine’s Planning and Zoning Board for eight years, and was
the chair for a year. She noted that she is familiar with the codes since she has worked on projects

in the City.

Commissioner George asked if she was presented with a project scheduled to come before the
Board, would she he comfortable stepping down from that given the conflict of interest,



Vi,

Ms. Ryan stated that she would inform the City Attorney in advance, recuse herself, and fill out
the appropriate form.

The Commissioners noted Ms. Ryan’s professional experience from her application and resumes
and thanked her for her witlingness to volunteer,

Motlon: to appoint Sarah Ryan to the position of Junior Alternate on Comprehensive Planning
and Zoning Board. Moved by Commissioner George, Seconded by Vice Mayor Sweeny. Motion
passed unanimously.

The Mayor moved to the next item.

Report by Ms. Melinda Conlon, City’s Events and Communications Coordinator, About the City's
Holiday Season Events

Events Coordinator Conlon reported that the 2023 holiday events went well and helped to
support local businesses and the art community during the slower winter season. She stated that
there was an Art Walk the Saturday after Thanksgiving, Surf illumination on the first Saturday in
December with the Civic Association, the Holiday market on the second Saturday, and then the
Light Up the Night firework show on December 31%,

She showed a flyer of the events for 2024 {Exhibit A] and noted that it was similar to 2023, but
there was a big addition with the 60th anniversary of the Civil Rights demonstrations on the beach
and the City will be having an event in June in association with the St. John's Cultural Council.

She thanked the City’s Police and Public Works Departments for their effort on these events atong
with the sponsors, community partners, local businesses, and iocat artists.

The Mayor moved to the next item.

PUBLIC COMMENTS

The Mayor opened Public Comments.

Michel Pawlowski, 109 Kings Quarry Lane, St. Augustine Beach, FL, expressed his concerns about
preparedness against nuclear attack and shared a copy of an article he submitted to The Wall
Street Journal [Exhibit B]. He stated that he also spoke on this topic at a St. Johns County
Commission meeting and asked them for a report on what they are doing to prepare for
protection against nuclear radiation failout, survival, and recovery.

Roderick Smith, 454 Ocean Forest Drive, St. Augustine Beach, FL, stated that he was a new
resident and concerned about the City’s recycling program. He noted that the City coflects fewer
materials than the surrounding areas and would like to figure out a way for the City to recycle
more materials.

Mayor Rumrell suggested Mr. Smith contact the City Manager or Public Works for more
information on the City's recycling program. City Manager Royle added that there is only a market
for certain materials, which is what the City collects.

Jim LeClare, 115 Whispering Oaks Circle, St. Augustine Beach, FL, commented that he is still
concerned about the speed limit on SR-A1A and plans to canvass neighbors and contact the State
to see what can be done.

The Mayor closed Public Comments.

COMMISSIONER COMMENTS

Mayor Rumrell opened Commissioner Comments,



Commissioner Samora reported that he had attended the TDC (Tourist Development Committee)
meeting and that the State is considering a Black History Museum with St. Johns County as a
potential site. He stated that St. Augustine’s mayor had written a letter of support and suggested
this Commission consider if they'd like to do the same and shared a booklet with information on
the proposal [Exhibit C].

Commissioner Morgan reparted that she attended the League of Cities dinner that was held at in
St. Augustine along with Vice Mayor Sweeny. She noted that the speaker there discussed several
bills coming fore the State Legislature and advised the Commissioners and residents to be aware
of what may affect our community.

Commissioner George reported that she attended the Ron Park Memorial and one of the speakers
is a retired police officer who wrote a poem that she found moving and she shared copies [Exhibit
D]. She also stated that a resident had contacted her about a proposed rezoning request on West
16" Street and she wanted to make everyone aware of the concerns, particularly about water
runoff [Exhibit E].

Vice Mayor Sweeny reported that we have nearly $5 million in projects in the House budget from
the State this year and potentially more from the Senate. She thanked the legislative delegation,
Representative Cyndi Stevenson, Speaker Paul Renner, and Senator Travis Hutson, for prioritizing
those projects and Chair Thad Altman from the committee that oversees a lot of the water
projects.

Mayor Rumrell reported that he was just in Tallahassee {ast week and we now have four projects
funded for $11.6 million, just needs the Governor and Senate to support it. He thanked the Vice
Mayor for her help and support to get those appropriations.

He commented that William “Bill” Mignon, a long time St. Augustine School Board member passed
away today and shared his condolences to the Mignon family. Vice Mayor Sweeny stated that she
had worked with him for many years on the School Board and he had made a lasting impact.

Mayor Rumrell closed Commissioner Comments.

" PUBLIC HEARINGS

Ordinance 24-01, Second Reading, to Amend Section 3.02.05 of the Land Development
Regulations Pertaining to Parking Regulations for Special Events for Business/Promotional/Sales
Permits on Privately-Owned Property in a Commercial Land Use District (Presenter: Jennifer
Thompson, City Planner)

Planner Thompson stated this came about because a small business wanted to host a special
event and currently our code only allows businesses that have 25 parking spaces on site to do so.
This proposed change was developed with the Planning and Zoning Board so that instead of a flat
25 spaces, there must be at least 50% of onsite parking spaces available for parking by the public,
and 100% of the accessible parking must be available, which would be more beneficial to smaller
businesses. :

Commissioner George suggested adjusting the language to read "and 100% of the accessible
parking must be available, which may be inclusive within the 50% minimum onsite parking”.

The Commission asked for clarifications on wording for odd numbers of spaces and ingress/egress
access during these events. Building Official Law replied that these permits are all reviewed on a
case-by-case basis, so those situations would be dealt with when and if they come up since every
building and facility is different.

Mayocr Rumrell opened Public Comment. There was none,



Xl.

X,

XIH.

XIV.

City Attorney Blocker read the preamble of Ordinance 24-01.

Motion: to approve Ordinance 24-01 with additional language in Paragraph F. Moved by
Commissioner George, Seconded hy Vice Mayor Sweeny. Motion passed unanimously.

Mayor Rumrelf moved to the next item.

CONSENT

{Note: Consent items can be approved by one motion and vote unless a Commissioner wants to
remove an item for discussion and a separate vote)

Resolution 24-01, to Have Canvassing of Vote-by-Mail Baliots for the March 19, 2024, Presidential
Preference Primary Election Done by the St. Johns County Supervisor of Elections

Motion: to approve Resolution 24-01. Moved by Commissioner Samora, Seconded by
Commissioner George. Motion passed unanimously,

Mayor Rumrell moved to the next {tem.

OLD BUSINESS

Adoption of 5t. Johns County Amended Beach Code {Presenter: Chief of Police Dan Carswell}

Chief Carswell reported that the St. Johns County Commission approved an amended beach code.
He stated that the City has followed the County’s beach code since 2007 and this would just be
adopting the update. He noted some main changes were regulations for drones, not taking off or
landing on the beach, and e-bikes. This change adds language for careless operation of e-bikes on
the beach, which includes speeding and failing to yield the right of way to the pedestrians. He
commented that Florida Statute already covers e-bikes riding against the flow of traffic and on
sidewalks, as well as requiring helmets for anyone sixteen and under.

Commissioner Morgan asked if this gave the Police the regulations they need to enforce safety on
the beach. Chief Carswell replied that it does, that there were already regulations for the roads,
only the beach was lacking. He commented that the City, St. Augustine, and the County were still
discussing the issues, but he liked where they're at for now.

Commissioner Samora asked about educational campaigns. Chief Carswell replied that they've
been sharing the information on social media and the community officer, Officer Ed Martinez, has
been speaking to the schools, there are also resources from the State. He noted that he was
planning to speak with the HOAs (Home Owners’ Associations) soon as well.

Vice Mayor Sweeny clarified that e-bikes can still ride on the heach so long as they're not weaving
in and out of people causing safety concerns and ride at a safe speed. Chief Carswell agreed and
noted that the speed {imit on the beach was ten miles per hour.

Motion: to adopt the 5t. Johns County Amended Beach Code. Moved by Commissioner George,
Seconded by Commissioner Samora. Motion passed unanimously.

Mayor Rumreli moved to the next Item.

NEW BUSINESS

There was none.

STAFF COMMENTS

Mayor Rumrell opened Staff Comments.




XV.

City Manager Royles asked who would write and sign the letter for the Black History Museum
proposal. Commissioner Morgan suggested using the one St. Augustine sent. Mayor Rumrell
agreed to sign it. -

Vice Mayor Sweeny commented that the new County Adrr istrator, Joy Andrews, would be at
the Economic Development Council breakfast on February 23 to present on the vision,
transparency, and new policies of the County.

Engineering Director Sparks reported  at A Street parking Ht is underwayan ‘s still on schedule
to be completes by or before June 1%,

In response to Vice Mayor Sweeny, Public Works Director Gatchell cor med that beach
renourishment was stillon schedule to start some ne ismo h,

Mayor Rumrell closed Stafl  omments and moved to the next Item.

¢/ IOURNN T
Mayor Rumrell asked for @ motion to adjourn.

Motion: to adjourn. Moved by Commissioner George, Seconded by Vice Mayor Sweeny. Motion
passed unanimously.

Mayor Rumrell adjourned the meeting at ¢

Dylan Rumrell, Mayor

ATIEST:
/ -
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https://www.armscontrol.org/factsheets/Nuclearweaponswhohaswhat

We must be prepared to increase capabilities to detect and locate a nuclear device
to prevent a terrorist di onation in order to prevent the effects of those weapons or
a confrontation with a nuclear power. Population Protection and )eterrence is
dependent upon prior detail planning and capability building. However, over &
years, we have let Population Protection as a strategy, fall to the wayside and be on
the back burner, why? It should be a current national focus. Population Protection
is not included in our National Security Guidance.

Consider the impact of a nuclear detonation on a large popt ition area, speci :ally
the New York City area: d surrounding jurisdictions based upon a terrorist
detonation of a 10-kiloton nuclear device in Times Square, New York City, its
immediate impact and on the surrounding jurisdictions.

Based upon a scenario provided by 1e ladiation Emergency Assistance Center
(REACTS), Oak Ridge Institute for Science and Education, if such a device is
detonated:

. There would be 4 million people in the path and area of fallout.

. There would be approximately 1 million casualties and acute deaths
. 50% burns and traumas within 0.8 km.

. Of the estimated 64,000 who would survive, they would ave severe

radiation doses.

The whole medical system (which is not in the immediate impacted area), and
surrounding area would be in a crisis mode and without prior training and
exercising of existing response plans would be overloaded.

Imagine the same type of scenario of a device detonated on the West Coast, a large
metropolitan area such as Los Angeles, Portland, or Seattle an the impact on the
interior of our country. Not only would we be concerned with the immediate area,
but the radioactive fallout cloud would have a significant impact on the national
land area it goes over. There would be severe consequences across the full
spectrum of our society.

Our National Security Strategic Guidance as well as our National Defense Strategy
both released in October 2022, makes no mention of dealing domestically with the
effects of nuclear weapons. A nuclear terrorism incident threat if not mitigated to
prevent a potential detonation or large-scale attack will result in a Public Health
Crisis and a challenge to response, survival, and recovery.
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Detailed from Department of Homeland Security and Federal Emergency
Management Agency (FEMA) to support O site Emergency Management
Planning for Three Mile Island

Testified before the Nuclear Regulatory Commission for Restart Hearings
for Three Mile Island

Former Member of the Tri-Services Radiac Instrumentation Group
Former Member of the NATO Detection and Warning Cor nittee

Former practicing Health Physicist and instructor on the Effects of Nuclear
Weapons

Former faculty member of Indiana University, Bloomington, IN and The
George Washington University, Washington, D.C.

Detailed from the Defense Civ Preparedness Agency (DCPA) and FEMA to
support Continuity of Government Planning for the White House Military
Office for four (4) years
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A COP’S PET PEEVE

BY OFFICER BOB MORGAN

IF YOUR CHILD GOES TO PRISON FC : CRIMES HE MUST PAY,
| WANT YOU TO STOP AND REMEMBI ! THIS DAY
WHEN YOU POINTED AT ME AND SAID WITHOUT FAIL,
“CHILD YOU BE GOOD OR HE’LL PUT YOU IN JAIL V¥

FOR YOU’RE TEACHING YOUR KIDS THAT I’'M SOMETHING TO FEAR
INSTEAD OF A FRIEND WHO’S CAF IG AND ! AR,
AND AS HE GROWS UP WITH YOUR WORDS | HIS HEAD
HE'LL BE SEEKING APPROVAL ROM CON MEN INSTEAD.

FOR IT’S LITTLE BY LITTLE HE’S LEARNING EACH DAY
FROM THE TI NGS THAT YOU DO, NOT THE THINGS THAT YOU SAY.
IT’S YOUR JOB, NOT MINE, AND IF YOU SHOULD FAIL,
THEN HE REALLY WON'T CARE IF | PUT HIM IN JAIL.

* HE CAN’T COME TO ME WHEN HE’S TROUBLED OR SCARED,
THEN IT'S YOU AS H s PARENT WHO MUST BE PREPARED
TO FACEL 'TO THE FACT YOU’VE INFLUENCED HIS MIND

THAT TO HIS AFFLICTIONS ALL JUSTICE IS BLIND.

| SWORE AN OATH TO PROTECT HIM FROM STR ‘E
AND, IFNI D BETO SAVE HIM, I'D AY DOWN MY LIFE.



THERE ARE SOME REALLY BAD PEOPLE, ‘TIS TRUE
BUT YOU’LL FIND VERY FEW OF THEM DRESSED UP IN BLUE.

WHEN | WAS HIS AGE, MY MOTHER ASSURED
BY THE NEAREST POLICEMAN, YOU’RE SAFE AND SECURED
I'M NOT THE “BAD GUY” I'LL DO HIM NO HARM
SO TELL HIM THE TRUTH AND STOP JERKING HIS ARM.

AND REMEMBER THIS DAY, IF HE SHOULD TURN OUT BAD,
THAT YOU TAUGHT HIM TO HATE THE BEST FRIEND THAT HE HAD.
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Dear Neighbors, 1/23/2024

We would like to ask that you consider attending the meeting on Tuesday, February 20, 2024, at 6PM at the Anastasia
Island Branch Library. This meeting will address the Zoning Permit sought for construction of a Boat and RV Storage
(and/or garage condominiums/general/professional office uses) to be built behind the Water Reservoir on Mizell. This 10-
acre development would consist of a 24,000 square foot structure and paved road as well as op:  storage for boats and
RVs like the set-up at the current storage facility located on Mizell, This proposed project would be located on the
property opposite the Parks and Recreation fac :y on 16t street and will directly impact the property owners on Fiddlers
Point Drive, Spring Lake Court, and Vista Ria Court, but the possible noise, lighting, ecological and visual impact could
affect the entire Marsh Creek commui ', These concerns would also in  act our friends in our neighboring communities
of Commodores Club and Ocean Cay.

Currently, we all ¢ oy a natural green space full of bird life, otters, deer, an occasional coyote and of course reptiles that
would lose their natural homes and seek alternative spaces to live. A larger concern for us is the possibility of lighting
mounted on tall poles, electronic gates, garage doors opening and closing and people cleaning or securing their
recreational vehicles at all hours of the day or night. Coming from a family of Marina owners, we are aware of the
damage caused by water run-off from washing recreational vehicles or cleaning restroom facilities on recreational
vehicles as they are commonly washed and maintained at these types of storage facilities.

Although traffic is not typically a concern with storage units, since those who use them tend to come and go at all
different times of the day and night, there are some traffic related concerns in this specific case due to the surrounding
residential communities and commercial activity. There are school buses picking up and dropping off children on 16th
Street, Mizell and Pope Road. The Sanitation Department on Mizell dispatches their trucks 5 days a week. Parks and
Recreation uses heavy equipment that often is moved to various parts of the county from this facility, A water treatment
facility is located on 16th Street directly across from the proposed Boat and RV Storage Unit, and e maneuvering of
these large RV's and trucks with their trailers would be an issue. For all the above reasons as well as environmental
concerns, this location is not a good fit for a storage facility.”

We purchased our home in Marsh Creek, in part, because of the quiet, ‘old Florida feel’ of the community. Recent
development along Route 312 has added traffic and light pollution, and there are large tracts of land For Sale

along 312, but our fear is that this development would change the feel of our neighborhoods and create more risk
to our friends and residents. We know of several Storage facilities already on the Island, and we can’t imagine

that there are not alternative ‘commercial zoned properties’ that might be a better alternative than forcing those of
us who own homes in; and immediately adjacent residential developments; to look at boats and RV’s instead of
lake, trees, and wildlife. We cannot imagine what this might do to our property value, an w~onder if the developer
would like to have this in his or her back yard? Does a Commercial storage facility ‘bel g’ within the sight and
sound of quiet residential neighborhoods?

Some members of the MC board have stated “be careful of what you don’t know”, suggesting that we might end up with
something worse planned for this property in the future, but we believe we need to get answers and avoid large
commercial developments in our quiet development and be conscious of the possible environmental impact of this
specific plan,

Please come show your support on February 20* and find out the exposure for Marsh Creek, Commodores Club, Ocean
Cay and the surrounding community. Our email contact is below if you have any comments as well as the link for the
official meeting notice. (Right click on the link and open hyperlink.) Please feel free to copy this letter and distribute it to
anyone you feel would be interested in our effort to stop this unnecessary development in our backyard!

Ka vyand Ed Klerce — 828 226-5414
356 Fiddlers Point Drive - Threadgirl22 @gmail,com

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ui=28&ik=e97989953e&attid=0.1&permmsgid=msg-

f:1788360864232669233&th=18d188bb1acc80318view=att&disp=inline&realattid=18d188b7931a267fb471
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